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It has. been a tough month
for Valley residents. In the
wake of limited energy sup-
plies in the hottest part of
the year, Valley electric -cus-
tomers should be lauded for
their impressive conserva-

tion efforts over the past few *

weeks. Rolling blackouts
have been averted, thanks to
the teamwork of the Arizona
Public Service Co. and Salt
River Project and their cus-
tomers. ‘

According to estimates,
APS and SRP residential
and business customers have
shaved roughly as much as
350 megawatts off peak
demand, which is enough
power for 90,000 homes.
That's an incredible feat con-
sidering that peak demand in
the Valley can reach as high
10,000 MW during a typical
hot, humid day in July.

People are definitely
changing their patterns of
energy use. Both utilities
have seen their customers
shift their demand for
energy away from peak
hours by doing the following:

-Raising their thermo-
stats one or two degrees.

2004

*Turning off lights that
are not needed.

-Operating their pool
pumps in the evening, and
avoiding the use of appli-
ances like washers, dryers
and dishwashers during the
afternoon hours. )

So far, these conservation
efforts have worked. Howev-
er, Valley customers are still
not in the clear. In the com-

ing weeks, forest firesand

high temperatures-will-con-

“tinue.to pose a threat to, the
‘Valley’s transmiission capaci-

ty. Every Weekday when
energy use is at its peak,
demand for power comes
close to surpassing the cur-
rent diminished capacity of

~ APS and SRP.

With just a few more
weeks of energy conserva-
tion, APS and SRP should
have most of the power sys-
tem working again. I believe
the Valley’s residents will
continue to step.up to the
challenge. Together, we can
do this.
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